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The foundation and values of our Constitutional Republic

Distinguished President of the Hellenic Parliament,

Distinguished Prime Minister,

Your Beatitude,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I attend today the opening of the extraordinary exhibition “Beholding Liberty! At the Hellenic Parliament, two centuries later”, one of the events, and admittedly the most impressive, with which the Parliament takes part in the celebration of the anniversary of our Revival. In this historic site, a symbol and the true core of our democratic state, the chronicle of a great struggle unfolds.  
I wish to make special reference to the invaluable, in every aspect, archives of the Parliament’s Library, containing documents dating from the beginning of our struggle for independence to the election of Otto, first King of Greece. Within these documents the effort of the nation risen to throw off the Turkish yoke and to build a liberal and democratic state has been recorded. Inspired by the French and American revolutions, our ancestors, “driven by the principles of natural law and wishing to become equal to their fellow European Christians”, seek to organise themselves politically and administratively in an orderly way that will transform them from enslaved to free citizens. 
The need to consolidate a constitutional state was formulated by the Greek insurgents already in the first months of the Struggle. In the “Provisional Government of Epidaurus”, passed on New Year’s Day in 1822, the revolutionaries proclaimed, in the name of the Greek nation, “its political existence and independence”. The “Law of Epidaurus”, a year later, confirms the “irrevocable decision” of all Greeks “to either become fully independent, recognised as a separate, autonomous and independent Nation, or all Greeks, bearing arms, to descend to the graves, as Christians and free”. In the “Political Constitution of Troizina”, in June 1827, the democratic principle is yet again unequivocally expressed: “Sovereignty is inherent in the Nation. All powers derive therefrom and exist therefor”. 
I will not expand for now on the particular characteristics of these Constitutions, on the convergences and differences or on whether they were implemented or not. What matters is the intensity and the passion with which the nation, as the fighter and historian of the Revolution Nikolaos Dragoumis characteristically writes, “was convened through representatives so that it could sovereignly deliberate on its interests”. The tears, which according to the historian would flow from the eyes of those who witnessed these historic moments, when, years later, they would recount them, were tears of joy “for the future liberty of their countrymen” – to use a phrase from the oath taken by the members of the Filikí Etaireía. They are tears of fulfilment and tears of responsibility.
For enjoyment of freedom presupposes institutions and guarantees – and our ancestors knew this well. Conscious of the spirit of their time, inspired by the values of modernity and the momentum of the constitutionalist movement, they laid the groundwork for our legal and political culture. This groundwork, this foundation and these values of our constitutional republic, we revisit on the occasion of the events organised in celebration of this year’s anniversary. We are proud that they have been consolidated and enriched and that they constitute our unquestionable acquis of institutions and values. In the Constitutions of the Struggle the revolutionaries recorded everything that establishes and guarantees the unity and the cohesion of the nation. We gratefully acknowledge their contribution, study their texts and honour their struggles. 
